pent and mend their ways, who set their beliefs in
such filth. Charms against wounds or maladies in
men or in beasts, if they have any effect, it may be,
peradventure, that God permits it that folk shall have
the more faith in Him and the more reverence unto
His name.
Now will I speak of lying, which generally is the
using of words in false signification with intent to
deceive one's fellow Christian. Some lying there is
whereof there comes no advantage to anyone; and
some lying is done for the ease and profit of one man,
and to the uneasiness and damage of another man.
Another kind of lying is done to save one's life or
chattels. Another kind of lying is born of mere de-
light in lying, for which delight they will fabricate
a long tale and adorn it with all circumstances, where
all the groundwork of the tale is false. Some lying
is done because one would maintain his previous
word; and some lying is done out of recklessness,
without forethought; and for similar reasons.
Let us now touch upon the vice of flattering, which
comes not gladly from the heart, but for fear or for
covetousness. Flattery is generally unearned praise.
Flatterers are the Devil's nurses, who nurse his chil-
dren with the milk of adulation. Forsooth, as Solo-
mon says, "Flattery is worse than detraction." For
sometimes detraction causes a haughty man to be
more humble, for he fears detraction; but certainly
flattery—that causes a man to exalt his heart and his
bearing. Flatterers are the Devil's enchanters, for
they cause a man to think of himself that he is like
what he is not like. They are like Judas who betrayed
God; for these flatterers betray a man in order to
sell him out to his enemy, that is, to the DeviL
Flatterers are the Devil's chaplains, that continually
sing Placebo. I reckon flattery among the vices of
anger; for oftentimes, if one man be enraged at an-
other, then will he flatter some other to gain an ally
in his quarrel.
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